
UNIT- II (iii) 

Global Resistances (Global Social Movements and NGOs) 

 

"Global resistance" can refer to various movements or actions aimed at resisting or 

challenging perceived injustices, inequalities, or oppressive systems on a global scale. This 

resistance can take many forms, including: 

1. Political Resistance: Opposition to oppressive governments, authoritarian regimes, or 

policies perceived as harmful or unjust. This can include protests, demonstrations, civil 

disobedience, and other forms of political activism. 

2. Social Resistance: Resistance against social inequalities, discrimination, and 

marginalization based on factors such as race, gender, sexuality, religion, or class. This can 

involve grassroots movements, community organizing, and advocacy efforts to promote 

social justice and equality. 

3. Environmental Resistance: Resistance against environmental degradation, climate change, 

and unsustainable exploitation of natural resources. This may involve campaigns to protect 

ecosystems, combat pollution, and promote sustainable development practices. 

4. Economic Resistance: Resistance against economic injustices, exploitation, and inequality. 

This can include efforts to challenge corporate power, promote fair labor practices, and 

advocate for economic policies that prioritize the well-being of workers and marginalized 

communities. 

5. Cultural Resistance: Resistance against cultural imperialism, homogenization, and the 

erasure of indigenous or marginalized cultures. This can involve efforts to preserve cultural 

heritage, promote cultural diversity, and challenge dominant cultural norms and narratives. 

Overall, global resistance movements often arise in response to perceived threats to human 

rights, social justice, environmental sustainability, and democratic principles, and they seek to 

mobilize individuals and communities to effect positive change on a global scale. 

 

 

Various global social movements have emerged over the years, each addressing different 

issues and advocating for change on a global scale. Some prominent examples include: 

1. **Human Rights Movements:** These movements focus on promoting and defending 

human rights around the world, including the rights to freedom of speech, assembly, and 

religion, as well as the rights of marginalized groups such as women, children, and ethnic 

minorities. 

2. **Environmental Movements:** These movements aim to address environmental issues 

such as climate change, deforestation, pollution, and loss of biodiversity. They advocate for 

sustainable practices and policies to protect the planet and its ecosystems. 



3. **Feminist Movements:** Feminist movements advocate for gender equality and the 

rights of women and girls. They address issues such as gender-based violence, unequal access 

to education and healthcare, and discriminatory laws and practices. 

4. **Anti-globalization Movements:** These movements critique the negative impacts of 

globalization, such as economic inequality, exploitation of labor, and cultural 

homogenization. They advocate for alternative models of globalization that prioritize social 

and environmental justice. 

5. **Anti-war Movements:** These movements oppose militarism, war, and the arms trade. 

They advocate for peaceful conflict resolution, disarmament, and the redirection of resources 

towards social welfare and development. 

6. **Labor Movements:** Labor movements advocate for the rights of workers and seek to 

improve working conditions, wages, and benefits. They may also campaign against 

exploitative labor practices such as child labor and forced labor. 

 

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a crucial role in supporting and amplifying 

the efforts of global social movements. Some of the roles that NGOs may play include: 

1. **Advocacy and Lobbying:** NGOs advocate for policy changes at the local, national, 

and international levels to address the root causes of social issues and promote human rights, 

environmental sustainability, and social justice. 

2. **Service Provision:** NGOs often provide direct services to communities in need, such 

as healthcare, education, food assistance, and legal aid. These services can help alleviate 

immediate suffering and empower marginalized populations. 

3. **Research and Analysis:** NGOs conduct research and analysis to document human 

rights abuses, environmental degradation, and other social issues. This research can provide 

evidence to support advocacy efforts and inform public debate. 

4. **Capacity Building:** NGOs work to strengthen the capacity of local communities and 

grassroots organizations to advocate for their rights and address social issues independently. 

This may involve providing training, resources, and technical assistance. 

5. **Networking and Coalition Building:** NGOs facilitate collaboration and coordination 

among diverse stakeholders, including other NGOs, civil society organizations, governments, 

and international institutions. This networking helps amplify the impact of social movements 

and promote collective action. 

Overall, NGOs serve as important actors in global civil society, working alongside social 

movements to advance positive change and create a more just and sustainable world. 

Certainly! There are numerous NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) around the world 

that work towards global social movements. Here are a few examples: 

 



1. **Amnesty International**: This organization focuses on human rights advocacy 

worldwide, campaigning against issues like discrimination, torture, and other human rights 

abuses. 

2. **Greenpeace**: Known for its environmental activism, Greenpeace campaigns on issues 

such as climate change, deforestation, overfishing, and pollution to promote environmental 

sustainability. 

3. **Oxfam International**: Oxfam works to alleviate poverty and injustice globally, 

advocating for better economic policies, fair trade, and providing humanitarian aid in crisis 

situations. 

4. **Human Rights Watch (HRW)**: HRW investigates and reports on human rights abuses 

across the globe, advocating for policy changes to protect human rights and holding 

governments and individuals accountable for violations. 

5. **Doctors Without Borders (Médecins Sans Frontières)**: MSF provides medical 

assistance in conflict zones, areas affected by natural disasters, and regions with inadequate 

healthcare infrastructure, often advocating for improved access to healthcare globally. 

6. **Transparency International**: This organization focuses on combating corruption 

worldwide, promoting transparency, accountability, and integrity in government, business, 

and society. 

7. **World Wildlife Fund (WWF)**: WWF works towards the conservation of nature and 

endangered species, advocating for sustainable use of natural resources and protection of 

habitats. 

8. **Save the Children**: Save the Children works to improve the lives of children 

worldwide, advocating for children's rights, providing humanitarian aid, and supporting 

education and healthcare initiatives. 

9. **ActionAid International**: This organization focuses on combating poverty and 

injustice globally, advocating for women's rights, social justice, and sustainable development. 

10. **Global Witness**: Global Witness investigates and campaigns against natural resource-

related conflict, corruption, and environmental abuses, aiming to promote transparency and 

accountability in resource-rich countries. 

 

These are just a few examples, and there are many other NGOs working tirelessly towards 

various global social movements and causes. 


